Respiratory Illnesses
Well, we’ve had an up and down 2009 year and I thought it would be good to share some information with people.

Firstly, when it comes to husbandry, one thing I would recommend if things are going well… Don’t change 2, 3, 4 things all at the same time. If you’ve done something incorrectly, how will you know which one it is? I wish I was more aware of the situation I was getting myself into.

Anyway..

Here are some things to consider when you find an RI.

1) When winter comes along, it’s no surprise snakes are more commonly found with RI’s. This could be due to a mixture of things. Cold air, and/or dry air.

2) When you turn the central heating on in your room, this will dry the air out.

3) Cold air with average humidity, can also be a factor. 

4) Breeding can cause stress, which can cause RI’s.

5) Breeding means two snakes are now sharing different bacteria, so if they both use the same water bowl, there’s a risk one snake might catch an RI. There’s really very little you can do about this.
6) Most RI’s are opportunistic bacteria, brought on by environmental factors. Fix the environmental factor first and foremost, double/treble check everything.
And here’s our story..

Our RI's could have been brought on by a number of things, but i don't really know exactly i'm afraid, which sucks.

Here's a list of my possible blunders...

1) room temps near the window were lower than the rest of the room, and it was snakes on that side of the room that were hit the most. The reason it took me so long to spot this, is because i have three thermometers in the room that told me 78-80F, and it just didn't register in my head.. it's always easy in hindsight to look back and wonder why i never noticed (i now keep the room at 84F). The only reason i noticed is because i felt cooler air. Anyway, i now have a second heater with a fan blowing air through, and a second fan to circulate air. I moved these racks to that side of the room about a year ago, when this all started, but again... it just wasn't registering in my head what was going on because i changed too much in the way i kept them at the same time (i added a bucket of water for humidity and bubbled air through it, water bowl maintenance, fogging). It's taken me so long to figure things out because the process of them getting ill and better just takes so damn long to fix, so it was a long list of trial and error... Nobody could fault the husbandry i was using, my vet, and other breeders, so i was stuck. It finally took Scott Stahls team to give me a nudge in the right direction, which i'm grateful for (reptile vet in America).


2) I was using a fogger with F10, more intensively on that side of the room and about a month into fogging i get my second wave of RI's - obviously i no longer fog the room. I witnessed one of my nearly fixed snakes come out from nebulising and she sounded awful after it. I now no longer nebulise with F10. I told biocare, but they said it's the 1st they've heard of this.

3) Water bowl maintenance wasn't up to scratch. I washed the bowls together and used either bleach or dish washing soap, never both like you're meant to (you're meant to wash in dish washer soap, rinse, then sterilise them in a 1:30 bleach solution for ten minutes). Due to this i could have been spreading bacteria through the collection. Now i just use disposable plastic deli pots and ceramic dog bowls stay with the snake. I was always under the illusion that if we can eat food and drink drinks using dish washing soap, then it must be ok for the snakes. Then Scott's team told me that because humans are always in contact with humans, and snakes are always kept alone, that the snakes aren't exposed to the same amount of bacteria as we are.

4) I've added a proper humidifier, but i don't believe humidity was ever an issue (well, combined with the fact my temperatures were lower, then the humidity probably played it's part).

5) When i added that bucket of water, and the RI's started, i obviously thought this might be the cause. I never cleaned the bucket out frequently enough, was the general feeling i was getting. So removing the bucket, i get a small window of no RI's, so think it's fixed, meanwhile the next batch of RI's were sitting there ready to explode lol. I think i've had 3 waves of RI's, but like i say, it's taking up to two-three months to fix them, so a very long time to sort.


I think it's been a series of bad timings to change husbandry that made it difficult to pin down. I got swabs done, and one snake died (which is not actually bad out of about 15 or so), so i got a PM done. Nothing viral, it was pneumonia that did it. The cultures were always something commonly found in a snake, so nothing totally alarming on that front. It's been a roller coaster ride this year an emotional one, and a very very costly one.
Treatments and Antibiotics

I figure I should talk a little bit about antibiotics and other treatments I’ve used.

Antibiotics
After speaking to a couple of vets, it is clear that the best antibiotic course you can give your snake is a combination of antibiotics, which usually consists of Fortum + Amikin, or Fortum + Baytril. Both Amikin and Baytril are similar, but it is not uncommon for one to work better than the other.

Amikin + Fortum are used every 3 days. Fortum is 20mg/kg, and Amikin is 5mg/kg for the first dose then 2.5mg/kg every dose after.
Baytril + Fortum is used every 3 days as well. You no longer need to inject every day with Baytril, so it’s worth considering asking your vet for more information on the dose frequency and dose rate, as there’s a few different ways been mentioned to me.

Alternative treatments

Vicks and eucalyptus oil

This is one method that has proven to work on about 4 of my royal’s, even without antibiotics in two of those cases. I’ve attached a PDF file on this same resources page. 

F10 Nebulising
Well, I don’t like this method very much anymore. I’ve seen/heard and felt my snakes get worse after being put in a box for nebulising with F10, and so I no longer consider this a valid treatment for royal’s. Many people use it though and have success and swear by it (I’ll be honest, I was one of those people too). The first time I properly noticed a problem was when I put an almost recovered snake into the box for nebulising, while I cleaned her tank out. I had stopped nebulising her for a week, to see how she’d get on, and she improved tenfold. I only nebulised her because it was somewhere to put her, while I cleaned her. Anyway, when I took her out, she was gaping, coughing, gurgling and right away I realized that this isn’t as good as I once originally thought it was. So I’ll leave this one up to you guys to decide!! It’s not one I will recommend though.
